
Record of officer decision 
 

Decision title: Funding to support young carers during the 
coronavirus outbreak 

Date of decision: 15 May 2020 

Decision maker: Director for Children & Families 

Authority for delegated 
decision: 

This is an emergency decision taken with regard to Part 3, Section 7, 
paragraph 3.7.9 of the constitution.  
 
The Local Authority has a duty to assess whether a young carer in 
their area has needs for support, and if so, what those needs are 
and how they are met (Children and Families Act 2014). 
 
Under the corporate scheme of delegation, Commissioning for 
children’s services including schools, early years, colleges, adult 
learning, social care and vulnerable children may be undertaken by 
the Director for Children and Families 
 
The Director for Children and Families delegates the award of 
funding to the Early Help Manager. 
 
The awards will be made in accordance with the financial procedure 
rules and the appropriate limits therein. 

Ward: All wards 

Consultation: The Joint Carers Strategy for Herefordshire 2017 – 2021 was co- 
produced with carers. 
 
Consultation has been undertaken with the Cabinet member for 
Children and Families, the Director for Children & Families and the 
Early Help Manager. 
 



Decision made: Herefordshire Council will allocate a limited budget of up to a 
maximum of £5,000 in order to support young carers during the 
coronavirus crisis. This has been sourced from an existing young 
carers grant (£20,000) which was originally intended to fund 
additional carers support groups in Herefordshire. Given the 
current coronavirus pandemic, the council have been 
considering alternative ways of supporting young carers in a 
more flexible way. 
 
All funding allocations will be expected to support young carers 
during the coronavirus pandemic in light of the restrictions in 
accessing support and social opportunities, including young 
carers clubs. The funding will provide: 

 an opportunity to talk to and share experiences, skills and 

advice (via online tools); 

 the opportunity to learn new skills for themselves as well as 

for the person they care for 

 the chance to have a break from their caring duties 

and have fun, preventing isolation. 

Need will be identified through the Young Carers Support Service 
(YCSS) in the Herefordshire Early Help Team and will be approved by 
the Early Help Manager. 



Reasons for decision: In the Joint Carers Strategy for Herefordshire 2017 – 2021 that was 
co-produced with carers in Herefordshire, the shared vision is that 
carers are recognised and valued, able to keep well and live their 
own life. 
 
Within these priorities it is been highlighted that young carers need 

to be supported to lead lives of their own and access opportunities 

available to other children and young people and within the 

community, to live a fulfilled childhood as well as in education and 

work and achieve their potential. 

 

In January 2019 a decision was taken to allocate £20,000 grant 

funding to support young carers groups across the county. 

 

The maximum budget allocated for 1st April 2019 and 31st March 

2020 was £20,000; the provision was within the budget for this 

scheme. If successful, the grant scheme (at a maximum value of 

£20,000) was planned to be re-opened to fund activities between 

1st April 2020 and 31st March 2021. 

 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx

?Id=5659 

 

Whilst 4 bids for the grants scheme in 2019 were successful, issues 

relating to recruitment of appropriate staff and identification of 

sufficient numbers of carers in more rural parts of the county meant 

the provider had limited success in providing support to the number 

of young carers anticipated.  

 

The council has been considering appropriate alternative 

approaches to supporting carers through this funding. However, 

given current restrictions in place relating to the coronavirus 

pandemic, it is not possible for young carers to access social 

activities, including existing carers groups provided in Herefordshire 

though alternative funding sources. 

 

In consultation with Herefordshire Councils Young Carers Support 

Service and the Early Help Manager, there are a number of 

opportunities to support individual young carers whilst shielding/ 

social distancing measures and schools restrictions are in place.  

 

To date this has included access to Ipads to join online support 

groups, and recipe cards/ ingredients to develop cooking skills. 

 

The Council is keen to ensure that a small amount of funding can be 

flexibly used to support young carers at a time where there may be 

increased pressures. 

Highlight any associated 
risks/finance/legal/equality 
considerations: 

There is a risk that support will not be distributed fairly. In order 
to mitigate this, it will be the responsibility of the Young Carers 
Service, and the Early Help Manager to ensure that any funding 
agreed is suitable to the needs of young carers and that the 
budget is managed carefully to ensure that it benefits those young 
carers most in need of support during the current coronavirus 
pandemic. 

http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?Id=5659
http://councillors.herefordshire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?Id=5659


Details of any alternative 
options considered and 
rejected: 

Delivery of carers groups/ social activities would be an alternative 
option, however this is not possible given current restrictions 
related to the coronavirus pandemic. 
 
Due to limited alternative options, use of this small budget will 
enable young carers needs to be considered on a case by case basis, 
and for the council to ensure a timely response to those needs. 

Details of any declarations 
of interest made: 

None 

 

 

Signed Date:  15 May 2020 


